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Good Atoms or Bad Atoms?

Teaching with the News Online Resource

Videos: Iran’s Nuclear Program

Name:______________________________________________

Describe three dangers of nuclear weapons.

• Terrorists: Terrorist groups could acquire and 
use a bomb.

• 

•

Part II: The United States and Iran—A History of Tension

Part I: Introducing Nuclear Weapons

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
calls for nuclear disarmament and nuclear 
nonproliferation.

What is nuclear disarmament?

What is nuclear nonproliferation?

The U.S. and U.K. overthrow Iran’s elected government and bring the 
_________________ to power.

The Iranian Revolution: Iranians overthrow the shah, who flees to 
______________________________ in exile.

The Iran Hostage Crisis: Iranians seize the U.S. embassy in Tehran and  
take fifty two _______________________________ hostage.

The Iran-Iraq War: The United States supports the country of ____________ .

The United States invades Iran’s neighboring country, ____________ . 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad serves as the _________________ of Iran.

1953

1978-79  

1979-81

1980-88  

2003   

2005-13
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Part III: Iran’s Nuclear Program and Recent Negotiations

According to Joseph Cirincione,

1. The crux of the international debate about Iran’s nuclear program is that the same nuclear reac-
tors that enrich uranium to low levels for fuel can also be used to create __________________ .

2. The international agency that monitors and inspects nuclear programs around the world and re-
ports to the United Nations is called the IAEA.  

This stands for the I____________________ A_______________ E _______________ A _______________ .

According to Jo-Anne Hart, 

3. In 2013, Iranians elected a new president named ______________________________ .

Since 1989, the Supreme Leader of Iran has been a man named ______________________________ .

4. Circle one: In recent years, Iranian and U.S. leaders been more / less interested in negotiating a 
solution to the nuclear controversy.

5. Iran is a major producer of __________ , an important natural resource.

According to Trita Parsi, 

6. In addition to Iran and the United States, which countries play a role in negotiations?

P5+1 countries:

• United States

•

• 

•

• 

•

Other countries in the region:

• 

•

Why are these two countries fearful of negotiations?


