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Meet Hasko...

Hasko comes from Damascus in Syria. Since civil war broke out in 2011, the
violence, conflict and destruction has ravaged the population. Hasko and his wife
became concerned for their and their children’s safety. They decided that they had
to leave. Their home has since been destroyed.

Hasko and his family made their way to Turkey. Without work Hasko knew that he
had to get to Europe. The only way was to risk his life on a old and decrepit boat.
When the boat ran out of fuel (after many days at sea) they were rescued by a red

cross boat.

Hasko was brought to Italy. He travelled through
Europe until he reached Scandinavia.

One year later Hasko was reunited with
his family.
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Hasko's journey
from Damascus,
Syria to Northern
Europe...

He travelled over

3500 km.

Now read Hasko's
Story as a class
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THE SAME AS OUR Z 2
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WE HAD A GOOD LIFE IN DAMASCUS.
T HAD A BEAUTIFUL 5TUDIO AND
DID SO MANY PAINTINGS - NICE
BlG CANVAGES, PAINT SPLASHED
ALLOVER, A GLORIOVS MEeSS!
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MY WIFE SABRIEH AND T HAVE
THREE CHILDREN - GREAT K1DS!
SO BRAGWT- FUNNY AND CLEVER,

T T T

. LISTEN TO

ME DRONING

ON. BORI\NG

PROUD DAD!

OUR FRIEND S WERE OTHER
| ARTASTS , WRITERS AND
| POETS. ALL OF US FREE-
- TRINKERS WATCHED
THE PROTESTS BEGIN

S WITH NAIVE 0PTIMIS M. |

WE TOASTED TO
A RETTER FUTLRE)

| BT SABRIEH WAS MORE

OH,BUT \ WAS IN A
LOT OF TROLBLE

RAFED.
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WHEN WAR CAME, THE K\DS WERE
My BoY BEGAN

TO MAKE DISTURBING SCENES
oUT of KIS LEGOS...

BUT SHE WAS RIGHT
VN THE END. SHE
ALWAYS 15.

[THEN ONE DAY A
| SHELL ExPLODED

CAUTIOVS AND
CONCERNED ..

WHTH HER ONCE.
WHEN ViSITING A
FRIEND WE SNEAKED

THAT NIGHT, THERE T WAS ON THE
1 TELEVASION - FIST HIGH IN THE AR,
N FRONT OF A HUGE cRowD!

SARRIEH ALD T DECIDED TO FLEE TO
TOURKEY AND WANT\T OLT UNTIL
THE FIGHTING SUBS\DED.

“THE CHILDREN HAD
NIGHTMARES . THEY
BEG AN LOSING WEIGHT.

QUNS, BEHEADINGS, MASSACRES.
EVERNTHING HE SAW ON THE NEWS
OR HEARD ABOLT FROM OTHER

T

WE WATCHED AND WALV TED. AND NOW OLR

7| CHILDREN IN THE PLAYGROUND,

WE WERE LLUCKY TO RAVE
MONEY (N THE BANK ~
BUT 1 WASA'T ALLOWED
TO WORK |N TURKEY.
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THERE WERE 50 MANY
SKYRIANS FORCED TO
BEG. OLR MONEVY WAS
RURNNING QUT TOO.

‘we WOULLD SOON BE W |

DEST\TUTE. SO WE HAD
TOREACH ELROPE—
BUT NOBODY WOULLD
OFFER LUS A VI\SA.

HOME HAS BEEN COMPLETELY DESTROVED,

My FAMILY
WERE NOT WELCOME.
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WE SEE PICTURES
AND THAT IN THE NEWS —

F£T THE BOATS. JUST LIKE wou.

[ReLieve me, T pion'T

WARNT TO GET ON ONE
OF THOSE LEAKY SHIPS.




NOT TOO HARD TO FIND A
SMUGGLER.T WITHDREW
$5,000. YOU GAMBLE WITH
YOUR LIFE ON THE SEA—
BuUT FIRST YOU GAMBLE
WITH YOUR CASH. THESE
GUYS OFTEN DISAPPEAR
WITH PEOPLE'S L\FE -

- SAVWNGS.

\NTENDED FOR 20 PEOPLE - MAX . \T
PATCHED AS EACH OF US CLIMBED IN.
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_THE WOMAN BESIDE ME GRIPPED HER SON Yo KEEP
HIM FROM SQUIRMING . T REALISED THAT | WRAS
HOLDWNG MR BREATH. WITH JUST A LERN | COULD
HAVE T\PPED THE BOAT AND msziD LS ALL.

BuT A WEEK LATER, My
CONTACT WAS AT THE
RENDEZVOUS. MY HEART
BEAT FASTER. HAD | JUST
PAD $6,000 FoR THE
PRIVILEGE OF DROWNING
AT SeA?
1 TEXTED SABRIEH
3 | 70 LET HER KNOW-
| THE PLAN WAS 0N«

® ® 4

[ WHEN EVERYONE WAS ABOARD WE WERE PACKED
| T\GRT. THE SMUGGLER PUSHED LS OFF. WE SAT,

WHITE-KNUCKLED AND R1GID SO AS NOT TO T\
THE BALANCE. A VOICE 1N MY HEAD CRIED oLUT—

T

| WE WERE PROMISED A BIGGER SHIP, 0UT 1N \
INTERNATIONAL WATERS. RAD WE BEEN
SOLD A LIE? FINALLY, AS THE SUN ROSE —

| T TOLD HER T LOVED HER.
TWICE, JUST IN ¢ASE VT
WAS THE LAST THING T

| EVER SOND “TO HER.

| THE SMUGALER DROVE ME

| OUT OF TOWN), FARKED LP
BX A LITTLE WOooD AND
LED ME THROVGH THE
TREES To THE WATER'S

AND PUSHED LS OUT \NTO DEEP WATER , AND THE
OARKNESS. THE LAND SHRANK AWAY BERIND DS.

WE CLAMBERED LUP, ALL STIFF-LIMBED ARD
| WEARY. QUR L\TTLE BOAT TURNED- AND GET
BACK TO SHORE TO COLLECT MORE PEOPLE.

I ek maniwae .
AN OMINOUS |

| HOLK APPERARED

ON THE HORIZON. }




WE WAITED FOR 48 HoUuRS AS THE OUR CAPTAINWAS A HARD MAN.
SMALL BOAT RETURNED TWICE, . ahasis ol HE BARKED: "ANYBODY MAKES
_ MORE AND MORE PEOPLE. : S TROUBLE, THEY GO INTO TME SEA.

GOOD MANNERS WAS TO THROW 0P
ON ROURSELF AND NOT QovR
NEVGHBOUR . THE, SHIP STANK.

THERE MUST HAVE BEEN 2000F LS B ROLLING ON) THE WAVES, WE ALY
WHED 1T WAS DONE. T HAD THE BECAME S\CK. “THERE WAS NO ROOM
FEAR AGAIN-TOO MANY PEOPLE... <TO MOVE TO REACH THE SIDE.
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T HEARD A MAN SOBBING TO H\S
FAMILY - "FORGIVE ME! FORGI\VE

SEA-SICKNESS DISTRACTED FROM SR
THE FEAR. AND FEAR DISTRACTED 7 7i ! -
FROM THE SER- SICKNESS. :

AN ALMIGHTY STORM
SHOOK 0S5 FOR HOURS.

S REAT
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THER ON THE FIFTHNIGHT, THE
WAVES GREW. THE AR BECAME
THick AND BEGAN TO CRACKLE.
e

SLENCED. AND 8 NOON), WE WERE
ROASTING UNDER THE SUN AG AN

PEOPLE SCREAMED \N TERROR.
SOME PASSED QLT BLT WERE HELD
UPRIGHT \N PLACE 8% THE CRUSH.




AFTER 'REFUGEES ARE
RESCUED FROM THE SEA
THE AUTHORITIES HoLE
THEIR SWIPS."

TO CUT THEIR LOSSES,
SMUGGLERS OFTEN
FAVOUR OLD AND
DECREPIT CRAFT FOR
THE FINAL LEG.

§ ON THE S\XTH NIGHT,
A NEW BOAT CAME INTO
VIEW. THE CAPTAIN
TOLD VS WE WERE ALL
To TRANSFER INTO
THIS SECOND SHIP— A |
DANGEROLS OPERATION
FOR SO MANRY WEAK
AND DISORIENTED
| PEOPLE. )

EVEN \N THE GLoOM,
AS WE PULLED LP
ALONGSI\DE THE NEW
SHIP LOOKED To BE
‘A RUST-BUCKET.
§ PEOPLE MURMURED
| UNEASILY. T HEARD
ONE MAN SAY -
B “AT LEAST VT \SO'T

/i COVERED 1N vomT.”
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THE SHIPS WERE LASHED TOGETHER. OVER THREE HOLRS WE ALL g SMALL CHILDREN WERE PASSED
| CROSSED BOAT-TO-BOAT, CLAMBERING URSTEADILY ONE AT A TIME. BETWEEN SHAKY
_— R e N 3

1 SWORE LNDER My
BREATH. AGAIN MY LIFE
WAS 1IN PERIL FOR THE
SAKE OF ENRKHING @
| SMOGALER ANDBECAUSE
! THE ELROPEANS WANT
15 YO DVSCOURAGE

| REFUGEES By NOT

T
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AS SOON AS THE LAST OF
US RAD cROSSED, oLR
fARST BoAT DEPARTED
AND VANASHED o -THE
HORYZON. )
NOW WE HAD A NEW
CAPTAW - DIFFERENT.
FROM THE F\RST, BUT
JUST AS UNSETTLING,

To PASS TWME L To\D

§ THE LITTLE ONES

STORIES AND TAVGHT

THEM SONGS. THEY

G SEEMED LISTLESS AND
L SAD,

Gl TREN, ONTHE THIRDDAY §i
§ WE RAN QUT OF FAOD.

L AND THEN, FOEL.

KVD,18 OR SO, WITH A
"CREW" OF FOUR - ALL

| STONED OUT OF THER
MINDS.

“ASKMENO QUESTIONS |
8 THE CAPTAIN SAID.

o "\'™M JUST HERE TO

¥ DRWE THE BoAT."

OUR BOR-CAPTAN
STRUGGLED WA\TH A
CRACKLING SATELUTE

| FOALLY, THERE WAS A [WHEN THE COASTGUARD PLLLED |
snou_rt OF "sHif! smi’!: e \ 1 OP ALONG SIDE THEY WORE AL |
) VREUED - "KEEP STILLLY = WHITE: GLOVES, HATS, MASKS... J
PHONE. FINALLY, HE \ peopLe RosHed 1o SSNEIANY e ]

REACHED THE \TALIAN : . SEE, WE CouLD ERSILY ? :
COASTGUARD AND  FOR HOURS We ALL CAPSIZE AND ALL BE

SCANNED THE HORIZON
D ) W
geagese ELP ANKOV SL‘!’, SEARCHING DROWNED...

i ‘q FOR SALVATION. i ' TRCE
\ A MAN WITH G.P.5. ON 2 |
7 HiS PHONE SAD WE ] S T SR T
o / WERE 200 MILES | | 1N MY DELIRILM, THEY

| FROM THE COAST. S ; LOOKED LIKE ARGELS.




WE WERE TAKEN ABOARD
A RED-CROSS SHIP, AND
BROUGHT TO SHORE IO
\TALY. AS WE CAME
NEAR THE LAND, wWE
SAW BEACHES WITH
HOLDAR-MAKERS ON
SUN LOUNGERS, THEWR
CHILDREN PLAYING v |

[ 1 WAS GWEN A FrRESH
QULTF\T- ILL FITTING
BUT UeAN AND VERY
wWeLcome.

| T WAS INTERVIEWED
KINDLR AND FED AT
A LONG AND CROWDED
TABLE.

AT PORT, PUOTOGRAPHERS
AWAITED LS. THEY
SNAPPED OUR PICTURES
AS WE HOBBLED OFF

§ THE SHIP O SHAKING
LEGS. MR BALANCE
WAS THROWN 8¢ THE
SOL\D GROUND BENEATH
MK FEET AT LAST. )

WE WERE LED TO A HLGE
RANGAR-LIKE BUILDING, |
| WHICH HAD BEEN MADE
INTO SOMETHING L\KE
A FACTORY FOR THE

T BRUSHED W TEETH
AND SHOWERED AWAY
THE STENCH ADDGRIME
QF THE BOAT, FEELING
L\FE RETURN TO My
BODR, WHILE QUTSIDE
THEY BURNED OLR
SO\LED CLOTHES.

AL DAZED, WE JUST TAD
'S WE WERE TOLD, WENT

AND THEN- T cALLED
SABRIEH.

WE WERE BOTH
LAVGHING AND CRVING .
TSPOKE TO THE KIDS.
T FELT VERY FAR AWAY,
FOR FOouR DAvVS, 1
RECOVERED - THEN WAS
ALLOWED TO LEAVE.

i AROLND ME FROM ALL
PLACES - ERVTREANS,
§ IRAQLS, L\BYANS ...

T HEARD TeRRIBLE
RCCOUNTS OF ESCAPE
FROM MASSACRES,
BOMBS, TORTURE , RAPE.

1 WANTED To Look
WCONSPCUOUS SO T
BOLGHT NEW CLOTHES.
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T TRAVELED THROUGH EUROPE &R ROAD AND RAIL, i
B0 d9\RG B LIKE ANY OTHER BACK-PACKER . MY MONEY |

DIOINDLE D - BUT FINALLY | MADE |T HERE...
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T STARTED PAINTING AGAIN. MY AGENT 15 KEEN T AM SO GRATEFUL TO BE HERE. BUT ALSO- T COULD HAVE FLOWN DS HERE - BUSINESS
FOR NEW WORK. AND, T APPLIED FOR ASKLUM. UPSET. WHEN I THINK OF THAT JOURNEY, CLASS' LIKE CAVILIZED PEOPLE, WITH A GLASS

\F AT 1S GRANTED, T WiLL SEND FOR SARRIEH AND ESPECIALY oF THOSE WHQ DROWN. OF WINE AND THE CHILDEED WATCHING
AND THE CHILDREN TO JOIN ME. 1 DIDON'T WANT TO HAND MONEY TO "JURASSIC PARK” BUT OF CORSE, WE
P THOSE CRIMINALS. THERE WHAS RO NEED. REFLGEES ARE “NOTHING BOT A BURDEN..!




AFTER A YEAR OF BEING APART, (e WERE GRANTED ASYLUM .
SABRIEH AND THE K\D5 JOINED ME HERE TO START guR L\VES AGAIN.
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Discussion Points

1. What are your initial thoughts and feelings after reading Hasko’s Story?

2. Why did Hasko have to leave Syria? Why did Hasko have to leave Turkey?
3. What would you do if you found y lf in Hasko’s position?

4. What does it mean to apply for |

5. How do you think Hasko fee'lj |

6. What could governments do to prevent stories like Hasko’s?

7. Has Hasko’s story impacted the wu thmk about refugees?

8. How does Hasko’s story compare to the stories in the media?

9. How was Hasko received when he arrived in ltaly?

10.How are you different, and similar to Hasko?

11. How can we help to integrate refugees and asylum seekers into our
communities?
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If you want to talk to someone about the issues you've read
about in the comic, please use the links below

* Asylum Seeking: )
« General mental/emotional health support: ,

* Migration and refugee issues: : ;

 Racism:

« War/Conflict:

* Don't forget to read our page about
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To date, over 600 schools in 27 countries have provided overwhelmingly positive feedback about our
free interactive educational KS2-5 resources and accompanying national-curriculum suggested
lesson plans, co-designed with 7-18-year-old students and teachers. From September 2017, our

materials will be disseminated to over 25,000 schools worldwide.

Please help us by filling out a
after you have used our materials for our funders.
This helps ensure that our great resources remain free.
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We'd love to hear from you
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