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Meet Mohammed...

Mohammed is from Syria. Since the start of Syria’s civil war in 2011, the violence,
conflict and destruction has ravaged the population.

Mohammed was called up for the army. He hid, as he knew he needed to provide for
his family. He went to Erbil in Kurdistan and worked tirelessly to send money home.
Eventually, the conflict reached Erbil and Mohammed had to make his way to Turkey.

Mohammed paid thousands of Euros to smugglers
and began the long journey to Norway, first
getting a boat to Greece.

Sadly he was caught and fingerprinted in Hungary.
According to the Dublin Agreement, the country
in which you are first fingerprinted is the country
where you must seek asylum.

Mohammed eventually reached Norway, where he
anxiously awaits to find out whether he will be
returned to Hungary.

Funded by Norwegian People’s Aid




T (A % SOAS

University of London

Where is Mohammad from?

Mohammad travelled
Sweden from Syria to Norway.
Finland

Syria to Norway is over

3500 km.
United Denmar K
- Kingdom
g Poland
Germany
Ukraine
Now read
Romania
o Mohammed’s f;t()fj/ as
; Spain i C/ass

Greece

Portugal

Morocco



I MISS MY THEY ARE STILL IN SYRIA WITH MYy
PARENTS. | YOUNGER BROTHERS AND SISTERS.
MY FATHER IS AN IOVALID.

[9) T § B
THAT ONE 15 MY
UNCLE WHO DVED.

|

MY BROTHER AND 1T WORKED
AS LABOLRERS TO SLUPPORT
THE FAMILY, WE HAD NO
SAVINGS. L BACKED THE
PROTESTERS BLT \'T MADE

| TO FIGHT! WHAT USE WOULD T BE TO MY FAMILY pree 1 BADE GOODBWE TOo My FAMILY
| AS A CORPSE ON THE BATTLEFIELD ? 7 ) AND LEFT FOR ERBIL, IN
| TWICE, THE SECUR\TY FORCES CAME KNOCKING FOR ME.

¢ ) \ KURDISTAN, TO SEEK
| ONCE, T WAS OUT, THE S O TWME I Wy NDER y 4 \ WoRK. T PROMISED
. e pu Tg $E§ND MonNEgvw, AS

| WHEN WAR STARTS, 3085 |
| VANISH. AND You CAR'T
€AT \DeALS.

| 1 RENTED A ROOM WITH ANOTHER SYRIAN GUW. , y
EVERY MIGHT WE WATCHED THE NEWS FROM HOME . s i onitn
_AND 1T JUST GOT WORSE AND WORSE AND worst.  EIIVERISBIWAIEE Bl tpatr i
WouLD cuT AWAY !
W 1 — (T ; = § o | RSLEER FOR WoRRY.

| A |
ek o] ottt | ) ¢
ERBIL 1S DRV, ROCKRY AND POOR. I FOUND WORK
LABOURING AGAIN - Lot HOURS AND BAck-BREAKING., |l IR
FOR TWO YEARS MR'BoDY WAS IN AGONY. BuT T Wwas s

ABLE TO SEND MONEY HOME TO MY FAMILY. ; ; o,y L
| EVERY TIME THEY SHOWED THE AFTERMATH OF PN
EXPLOSION, MR EXRES WOULD SCAN THE FACES OF
| THE DEAD AND WOUNDED-THINKING, WAVT! WAS

| THAT MY BROTHER? MY FATHER? MY MOTHER?




T WASK'T ALLOWED TO WORK IN T HAD NO FUTURE THERE. T WAS
TURKEY. EVERY DAY MORE USELESS TO MY FAMILY . THEY

SYAVANS ARRIVED, AND FELT 6 il
LESS WELCOME. NEEDED MONEY TO SURVIVE

\
WOMEN AND CHILDREN WERE SO T HAD TO F\D WoRK! |
FORCED TO BEG IN) THE STREET.

1IN TIME,THE TURMOIL
REACHED ERBIL, 1818
WERE ON TELEVIS\ON
EVERY DAY. WHEN A
CAR BOMB BLEW LP
OLTSIDE THE U.S.
CORSULATE, T SAW
WHICH WAR THE WIND
WAS BLOWING. 30~

T LEFT, FOR 1STANBLL, |

THAT MEANT | & _ A SMUGGLER
TRAVE \NG TO OFFERED ME
EUROPE - MY ) PA3SAGE, FOR

ONLY HOPE .., 3000 EUROS. |
S e riae

T PHONED HOME AND TOLD MY
FATHER THE SITUATION.

HE LISTENED CAREFULLY - THEN
“TOLD ME TO (EAVE 1T \WrtH HiM.

MY CROSSING WAS BLESSED. THE BOAT WAS OLD- BLT \'T WAS - (THE DUBLID AGREEMENT

SERA-WORTHY. T TOOK ONLY 2 AND A HALF HOURS TO CROSS 7 \ \S A LAW WHICH STATES ¢

FROM \ZMIR TO GREECE. MY HEART SWELLED WITH OPTIMISM. WHERN A RUFUGEE ARRIVES

; (N EOVROPE, THER cAN
T THOUGHT THAT LUCK HAD LARDED ON MY SHOULDER AT LAST. A SR ASTLOM OIS IS

WHEN T PUT DOWN “THE PHONE T FELT WAVES Of
SHAME . T KNEW MY FATHER WOULD HAVE TO
VASYT A LOAN SHARK... T HAD DRIWEN MY

FAMILY INTO DEBT. VA () " alsic
SR %® i o : : # MY GOAL WAS TO REACH NORWAY...

| THE COUNTRY WHERE
| THER FINGERPRINTS

T WoultD NEED TO AVOlD) THE AUTHORITIES

IN MY MIND, T SWORE AN DATH. _

THAT WHEN T REACHED EVROPE , T WOULLD WORK
POGHT AND DAY, DNTIL -THE DEBT WAS REPALD,
A HUNDRED TIMES OVER.

T SAW NOTHING OF GREECE EXCERT T WOKE WHEN THE TRLCK STOPPED,
THE INSIDE OF A TRUCK . \WHEN THE ERNGLINE THE DOOR RATTLED OPEN. IT WAS A CHILLY
STARTED, T cALLED MY FRIEND AND sAVD TO Him - EVENING OUTSIDE. WE WERE PARKED & A MITORWAY.

GOD WILLING \'LL

’ SE\tw?g:LS: o - @s
o

T HAD A FRIEVD IN OSLO WHO COULD FIND ME LWORK.
ME AND THREE OTHER GUNS WERE MAKING THE o s . M
JOURNEY TOGETHER . WE ASKED AROLND, ABD FoLRD & ; g &\ g |

A Truck DRWER WHo AGZEED A $TEEP PrICE TO THEN T FELL ASLEEP, AND HAD MANY THE DRIWER POVOTED THE DiRECTION
SMUGALE LS OUT OF GREECE. STRANGE ARD RESTLESS DREAMS, FoR US To GO - THEN DRoVE AWAY.



FOR SEVERAL DAYS WE TRACED A PATH
THROUGH EASTERN EUROPE. WE WALKED
MARY MILES ; TO PRESERVE OLR (ASH ,
QFTEN) TRUDAING ALONGSIDE BusY RoADS.,

C C

TO DAVGATE WE VSED G.£-S. ON OLR
PHONES. BY BIGHT WE PYTCHED TWIO
LVTTLE TERTS SOMEWHERE 1NCORSAHCLOLS
~THER ROSE AND LEFT BEFORE DAWN.

L) N

. WE TRIED NOT TO DRAW ANY ATTERTION,
E3PECIALLY FROM POLICE. WE SPLAT LR ON
PuBLIC TRANSPORT, HIDING BEHIND
PUVS PAPERS WE (PLLON'T DPERSTAND
HOPIWA TO BLEND \NTO THE SCENE.

WE (RoSSED BORDERS ON FOOT, HIKING
THROUVGH FIELDS AND FOREST.
THE LANDSCAPE WAS LUSH ARD

% ch

THE WORLD HAD NEVER SEEMED S0 814,
OR S0 FULL OF POSS\BALITY.

You HEAR
THOSE BIRDS

f. ‘ (u\

BIRDS SANG. THERE WERE NO GONS,
NO BomBS, NO DEATH OR HORROR .
1 WAS EXHILARATED...

THE POLICE PACKED LS
L UP W HUNGARY,

| “THEY \NTERROGATED
ME - NAME? AGE?

| WHERE WAS T Gowa?
| WHMAT WAS My
INTENTION? THEY
SEEMED SusPICI0LS

I AND ANGRY...

WHEN THER DON'T
LIKE MY ANSWERS

| THER BEAT ME WA\TH
THEWR STICKS,

T AccePTED THE BLowS.
T ONLR BEGGED THEM
NOT TO TAKE MY
FINGERPRINTS.

THEY DIDR'T LASTEN.

THER SCANRED MY
FINGERS,

THEN THREW
MEIN A CELL...

... AND TWO WEEKS
LATER , TURNED ME
OUT ON THE STREET,




N HUNGARY THEY HAVE BLILT A RALOR-WIRE FENCE
AGANST REFUGEE S, A HONDRED MILES LoNG.
THE PRIME MINILSTER SAID
HUNGARY WAS FOR HUNGARIAN S AND
EUROPE MUST BE KEPT CHRISTIAN.

T Knew THERE WAS NO
CHANCE FOR ME THERE.

1 RETURNED TO THE ROAD WITH A STONE \N MY
gToMACH ... MY FATE WAS SEALED,

<= BoT STILL T PRESSED ON FoR
% NoZwAY - HOPING FOR A MIRACLE . l
‘J /7 ‘, ST e

MY FAMILY ARE TRAPPED N THE WRAR-20ME .
THEY ARE N DERT, BECAULSE OF ME.

of SHOLLD T RETLRN TO
THE Bo™MBS IN SYRIAR
O (e l 8%

,,3‘— ———i—v ‘ b ‘,‘\‘\\

Q
O

WHEN T FiNALLY
ARRIWED 1N OSLO —
1T WAS SNOWING .

T PRESENTED

MYSELF AT A
PoLrcE STATION AND
TOLD THEM MY STORY

THEY WILL COME
COR ME SOON

T DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO DO... /

THER HAVE BEEN KinD TO ME HERE .
WHICH MAKES 'T WORSE. KNOWING THAT SOON—

AND THE POLICE
BROVGHT ME TO
THIS ASYLUM (ENTRE

T CRIED WHEN T
PUT THE PHONE DOWwN.

THER WERE
RELRING ON ME!

THIS AFTERNOON I PHONED M FATHER ...
HE WAS SO EXCTED TO HEAR MY VOIN(CE,..
HE COULDN'T DNDERSTAND THAT | HAD FAILED RIM.
THAT T HAD FAILED ALL OF THEM.




Mohammad is gkill ANxiov sy Waiking for 2 decision to ke
male vnder the Dublia 2greement i€ e WL He returned ko Hungary.
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Discussion Points

What are your initial thoughts and feelings after reading Mohammed’s story?
Can you explain why Mohammed had to leave Syria?

What would you do and how would you feel |f you found yourself in
Mohammed’s position?

Does Mohammed’s story differ frc
How was Mohammed treated whe
differ between Norway and Hun

. The Dublin Treaty is an agreement statin ng that a refugee can only seek asylum
in the European country they were first finger printed. How does the Dublin
Treaty affect Mohammed?

How are you different, and similar to Mohammed?
How do you think Mohammed is feeling now?
How can we help to integrate people like Mohammed into our communities?

i;‘?-t»-;is- have read in the media?
ed in Europe? Did the reactions

10. Has Mohammed’s story effected the way you think about refugees and asylum

seekers? How?
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If you want to talk to someone about the issues you've read

about in the comic, please use the links below

* Asylum Seeking
* Migration and refugee issues

« General mental/emotional health
support

« War/Conflict
* Racism

* Don't forget to read our page about
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To date, over 600 schools in 27 countries have provided overwhelmingly positive feedback about our
free interactive educational KS2-5 resources and accompanying national-curriculum suggested
lesson plans, co-designed with 7-18-year-old students and teachers. From September 2017, our

materials will be disseminated to over 25,000 schools worldwide.

Please help us by filling out a
after you have used our materials for our funders.
This helps ensure that our great resources remain free.
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We'd love to hear from you
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